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Sea Turtle Nesting S ——

The sea turtle life cycle begins when a female lays eggs, often
on the same beach she was born.

The Life Cycle of Sea Turtles

Asea turtle lays eggs.

The eggs hatch.

The baby sea turtles, or hatchlings, crawl fo the ocean.

Youngsea turfles eat and grow.

Sea furtles migrate, or swim far. First, a female slowly crawls up the beach until she finds a good

spot to nest. Next, she uses her back flippers fo dig a deep hole.
Then, she lays about 80-100 eggs. Afterwards, she covers the
nest with sand to keep the eggs safe. She does her best fo
camouflage, or hide, the nest from predators, using her front
fliopers to toss sand all around. Finally, the female sea turtle
returns fo the ocean, leaving her eggs and hatchlings to survive
on their own.

They eatjellyfish and sea grass.

Adultsea turtles find a mate.
The female sea turtle crawls up the beach and lays eggs.

The life cycle begins again.

1. This passage is mostly about . 4. Label | Juvenile  eggs

a) babysea turtles adult_ hatchling
b) whatsea turtles eat

A female can nest between four to eight times during a nesting
season. That's a lot of eggs!

3 c) thelife of sea turtles |:| _
g ) 1. What does the female sea turtle do first? Fun Fact
v 2. th‘r- hquens first? I:l -~ 5 a) covertheeggs The temperature
- a) migration (A = b) hide the nest of the sand
- b) sea turtles eat and grow e = 2 c) dig adeep hcle determines if the
_g c) hatchlings crawl to the ocean (=] eggs wil be male
= 3. What do sea turlles eat? § 2. What does the female use to dig her nest? or female. When
a) birds - a) frontfippers the sand lls cooler,
b) jelyfish — b) backflippers ?Ofrehmﬁﬁs th
c) sea grass P c) shell aeh. nen e
g = sand is warmer,
= 3. What does the female sea turtle do last? more females

alwag backinto the ocean hatch.
gmouflage the nest .-:z,\??!{\

les: The Hatchling Stage

turtle’slife is not easy. Once a female sea turfle lays hereggsin a
Ind coversthem with sand, she heads back to the ocean.

A Sea Turtle’s Diet

Different types of sea turtles eat different things. Some food
that sea turtles like to eat are seagrass, crabs, shrimp and
iellyfish. Do sea turtles get stung when they eat jellyfishe No,
they are protected and not bothered by the stings.

ut 6-8 weeks for the eggs to hatch. Afterhatching, the baby sea
ffchlings, push themselves up through the sand until they reach the

Plastic b floating in th f d f furdl
psfic ags Hedling in e watet are a danger 1o 584 1urmes is hard work and can take three or more days.

because they look a lot like jellyfish. Sea turtles eat the

plastic bags, then become sick, or even die. tsurface, the hatchlings emerge from the nest and are pulled to
W a nafuralinstinct, offen using the moacnlight as their guide.

Sea turtles spend many years eating and growing, and their
diet can change. A young juvenile sea turtle might eat
plants and animals, but as an adult will only eat plants.

itors, like raccoons, wild dogs, birds and crabs like to eat little

I's a dangerousjourney from the nest to the sea, so waiting until
the safest.

Depending on where sea turtles lives can also effect their
diet. Coral reefs are a favorite place to find foocd. They are
full of small sea creatures and sea grass. No matter what a
sea turlle likes to eat, they will likely find it in a coral reef.

atchlingsreach the ocean, a “swimming frenzy” begins. Baby sea
iwim nonstop for about 24-48 hours. Once they make it fo deeper
away from the shore, the frenzy ends. Their chances for survival
E

turfle’slife is dangerous and exhausting. Would you agree?

long does it take for eggs to hatch? Did You Know?

1. This passage is mostly about
a) where sea turtleslive

; b) what sea turtles eat ; "
o c] why sea turtles eat plastic bags &?ror:orfe days Only 1 out of @ 1000
§ 2. Name 3 things sea turtles like to eat. L8 weeks sea turtles make it to
- 1- . adulthood.

5 h animals are baby sea turtle predators?
"f:', 3 frabs OncTe i?| GdUIThlgod,

i sea turtles canlive

3 3. Where can sea turtles find a variety of food? ;':gsdogs 50 years or more.

al in the open ocean
b) in acoral reef
c) onland

fibe a “swimmingfrenzy.”
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Listening Activity

TERCHER NOTES

READ WORKS LISTENING ACTIVITY:
AN KCCOUNT FOR WWW.READWORKS.ORG IS NEEDED. (IT'S FREE)

After opening an account, click on the links to access the articles
and audio. A

#1 Audio: A S . . L

Name: Listening Activity
https://www.reg
ba28-4b55i337€ Listen carefully to the audio, then answer

the questions.

#2 Audio: Sec

#1 Audio: A Sea Turtles Life Story
https://www.re

934¢-5557c2¢3 1. Why does the female sea turtle cover her eggs with sand?

2. About how long does it take for sea turtle eggs fo hafch?
Recomment

LISTENING

S ACtivities

With answer keys

Listening Activity

TERCHER NOTES

Video Link:
All About Sea Turtles— YouTube

Recommend for intermediafe English learners.

b
Support stu _
N ) Listening: Sea Turtles
ame:
You might ) )
be listening Watch and listen carefully to the video,

then answer the questions.

You might 1. How many different species of sea turiles are there in the world?

answer qui
Choose whig
Play the aud 3. About how long can sea furtles live? 3 7 20
1. What is something sea turtles eat?
4. When do male sea turtles go on land?
crabs fish insects
A) at night B) once avyear C) never
= “ “ 3. How do seda turtles breathe?
VIDEOS TO SUPPLEMENT INSTRUCTION they come o the thy breathe thy dor'
surface for air under water breathe
#2 Audio: Sea Turtles Build Nes - GREAT FOR LISTENING AND SPEAKING ACTIVITIES
- ALWAYS VIEW FIRST IN ITS ENTIRETY BEFORE SHOWING 4. Why do sea turiles go on land?
1. Where do female sea turtle . . )
Cuba's Wild Revolution | Watch Tiny Turtles Tumble Towards the Sea | to eat tosl to lay eggs
oe 0 slee
A} on abeach Nature | PBS P
5. About h dof \ turtles lay?
1 2. About how many eggs do a hstemng detivity is included for this video out how many eggs do temaie seq Turlies fay
(59) All About Sea Turtles — YouTube 10 100 1000
A) 5-20 B} 154
(59) The Life Cycle of a Sea Turtle Motion Graphic.wmv - YouTube .
3. What does the mother sed 6. What determines the sex of baby sea turtles?
All About Sea Turtles - YouTube ";;ea?f tem&t::rt:;t:‘ge of weather
4. What do baby sea turtles € )
Life cycle of a sea turtle - YouTube 1. How long can sea furtles live?
d Sea Turtles: The Lost Years - Full Episode - YouTube (a longer video) I year 20 years 50 years
Sea Turtle Migration Video - YouTube 8. How can people help sea turtles?
Too Rare To Wear Introduction - YouTube pr:\g;l;l};rtgggw “"’E}S#ﬁj"g recycle

WEBSITES

https://www.seeturtles.org/

www.readworks.org

Accounts are freel

p
[ ]
Search “sea turtles” for reading passages '

www.Epicbooks.com
Accounts are freel

Search “sea turtles” for awesome
leveled books and videos

t0 Videos
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|- What do you see?

2 - Describe what’s happening, I - What do you see?
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Name:

ocean beach

hatchlings grow

First, a

seaq turtle lays eggs on a beac
the eggs willhatch. Next, the little
crawl to the . Overthe next 10to |
the young sea turtleseat and . Fina

females go onto the to lay

o~~~ SER TURTLE CLOZE ACTIVITY

o Sea Turtle Life Cycle

[ ]

Which stage comes after aduli?

Which stage comes before juvenile?

Which stage comes before egg?

d

S ’}”9 hatcrling
N —

Which stage comes after hatchling?

ND MORE!
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| Baby sea turtles are born
© withinstincts. Their

© instincts help them find

i the water. They crawl

' quickly to the ocean.

e re Sl

i The crawlto the ocean !
. can be dangerous. There |
. are many predators, like '
. birds and crabs, who like !
. to eat the little hafchlings.

o = e )

1 After the sea turtlesreach
i the ocean, they spend

| many years eatingand

. growing. Juvenile sea

i turtles like to eat sea grass
+ and jellyfish.

. Currentsin the oced
. givethemspeed ar
. direction. Some se¢

i of miles.

Some turtles migrate, or

tfravel long distances.

turtles migrate thoy

Create a Diagram: Cut out the pieces of the life cycle
diagram. In a notebook, or on paper: 1- glue the 1itle, 2- glue
theillustration, 3- label each stage, 4- label the order of events
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hatchling

adult

juvenile

First

Next

Finally

9

First, an adult female sea

furtle crawls up a sandy
beach. She digs a holein
the sand with her back

flippers and lays her eggs.

The mother sea turtle

covers the nest withsand. |
Afterwards, she goes :
backintoocean. In

about eight weeks, the
eggs are ready to hatch.

L from their nest. Now, they !

The hatchlings emerge

- uN,,;._.,qu 1ofhe :

PREDATORS
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